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from the website.
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Donations Greatly Appreciated
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“Through 1954, Connecticut was the largest
importer of tusks anywhere in the world.
One adult African elephant tusk of 75 lbs.,
properly milled, could yield the
wafer-thin ivory veneers to cover
the keys of 45 pianos.”(CT history.org)
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Ivory in Connecticut

Start with middle C
and play it back thru time, thru
the juke, the clap, the hand, the cry

back through a century
of sheet music, cannons, Yankee Doodle,
ragtime in living rooms—

the middle-class pastime,
before radio and gramophones
and talkies...

Play it down, down,

through cakewalks and marches,
burning mobs, “coon songs”, lynchings,
“whites only”

and whites in blackface performing...
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